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Eleckmg Sev;aet pho»ne smes

Presxdent Carter has come in from targets» thh umts that scramble con-;

the cold in the matter of Soviet inter- versations; and persuade vulnerable:

. ception_of domestic. American long- _industries to secure theu: telephonel
: dlstance telephone calls, « . v+ _commumcatxons., AP s g

. Prviously, Mr. Carter and. Ris im: Pae EASEARC S

B Byv‘eavesdroppmg on ~ American
.medfate predecessors had stonewalled: long-distance calls, the Soviets and!
in pmblic when . asked about foreign - “some of their satellite countries.have
_natigns, particularly-the Soviet Union, . been gathering military and other in-
eavesdropping -on Americans” tele- ~ telligence  data, including economic
phone conversations. . However, last . data. Adm.. Stansfxeld Turner, direc-
- week, in a low-key announcement and = tor.of the CIA, warned i in a Chicago |
-a somewhat cryptic briefing, White "last week that huackers, gangsters
_House spukesmen disclosed that Mr. . and industrial spies, as well’ as foreign:
.Carter has approved.a program, to. agents, coxgldbemvolvedm theeaves-;
_hamstrmg the ‘eavesdropping. . 7 - droppingt 5.7 L iTER 1SR R 3

- The fact that Mr. Carter decided to . -.The decxsmn to 'go- pubhe withi the
80 public. with his program is signif- program appears, partly in. response.
-icant considering that he had respond- . to Senator Moynihan’s prodding and
ed tartly and evasively. when the mat-" partly fo encourage industry totake:
ter Lame. up in a-: press conference . secunty measures.. It alsa. anpears to
last July. The President took a cheap ;represent failure’ on the part of. thel
shot_at Sen. Patrick Moynihan (D.,-" §overnment- to. persuade the Sovxets

( N. Y.), whose criticism of the govern- tO desist.. .- - S
ment’s inactivity. had triggered the - ' In any event, 1t is a welcome anos
R press -conference quesnon’ and theu nouncement, though lon° Overdue.
noting that nations have a “common . - i ~f. R0 o L2l
ability”” to mtercept -long distance | °
phone calls, saids “-«+"-<7% in g
o . T would ot mterpret this ‘use
by the Soviet Union .or by other em- ‘
‘basgies to be an act of aggression.™ o -
- And although it may.be an intrusion. ‘ - :
into our security, I think we are take"|
‘ing.adequate steps now to prevent its | - _ .
'creatmg a'threat to our country.” - ‘ " . -

v. The steps, disciosed last week by
Mr. _Carter’s aides,”are to complets"
work  underway to route government.
' telephone calls through ‘underground-
" cables rather than through microwave .

¢  radio towers; enlarge an experimental
program to eqmp* key survelhance
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